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Another year has gone by and once again Manor House Development 
Trust has increased its reach and activities to create a sustainable and 
thriving community in our part of North London. 

While the challenges from the fall out of the financial crisis and 
austerity still affect the voluntary sector, the Trust has been able to 
increase resources and spend more employing local people and 
funding a number of voluntary organisations to increase activities. 

Our behavioural change project, 
Manor House PACT, helping 
communities cope with the effects of 
climate change, had its first full year 
with many hundreds of local people 
getting involved. The highlight for 
myself was the Hidden River Festival 
in Finsbury Park which provided 
family fun, music and much more for 
over 1000 local people. Run by local people and supported by local 
businesses, we hope to continue this great work for years to come.

Well London also so saw a change this year with London Borough of 
Hackney’s Public Health team becoming involved. Through this project 
the Trust was able to employ 3 young Woodberry Down people as 
apprentices. They completed a Youth Work NVQ with peers at City 
Hall and during their year with us supported many local community 
projects. Well London also saw our first grants scheme for community 
groups. £20,000 was handed out to fledgling voluntary groups 
meaning that community activities will be sustained for the future.

Report from Simon Donovan
Chief Executive Officer,
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Another highlight of our work was the setting up of a brand new 
public realm management and cleaning Community Interest Company,  
Brighter Environment. The Trust was particularly proud of the local 
young people who have since got involved and are now working 
towards running the company themselves. The Trust brokered a 
relationship with international cleaning company ISS, which has 
secured funding and work experience for the young people. Brighter 
Environment are now based at The Edge Youth Hub and we hope with 
their training and contacts, their business will thrive.

This year, we also designed an 
innovative programme of working 
at heights training; free for local 
people. This combined with a 
fitness course has helped the 
trainees specialise in this field and 
get attractive qualifications.

The Redmond Centre continued to increase its usage this year with 
more people discovering our beautiful venue on the banks of the West 
Reservoir.

Finally I would like to thank our Board, staff, volunteers and funders for 
the sterling work that they have put in to make this year such a success.

Simon
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Manor House PACT
The PACT programme had a year full of exciting activities.

The Redmond Community Centre 
hosted a Give and Take event, in 
partnership with London Borough 
of Hackney. The event saw hundreds 
of people recycle their unwanted 
Christmas gifts, as a way to help reduce 
waste and save money. The centre later 
hosted a Restart Party, where residents 
could get their broken electrical items fixed - the story was featured on 
the BBC. The centre also saw a whole week of activity for Climate Week. 
To celebrate the national campaign, it highlighted what communities up 
and down the country can do to tackle climate change.  

The Hidden River Festival was a great success, bringing Finsbury Park 
to life when over 1,000 turned up for 
a day of fun, music, local food and 
comedy. Funded by PACT, volunteers 
ran the event, culminating in a fantastic 
performance of a 60-strong choir - 
many of which were from Woodberry 
Down. 

This year saw the mayors of Haringey and Islington plant trees in 
Finsbury Park, in support of the PACT project. Also attended by local MP 
Jeremy Corbyn and the Hackney Speaker, the PACT team planted much 
needed hedgerows.
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Well London
Among the events organised by Well London was Love your Community 
Day; and the Big Garden Clean up. Volunteers came to the Woodberry 
Down Community Garden to create more gardening space for residents. 
This year also saw the introduction of free bicycle repair sessions and 
hire of a cargo bike at the centre, through local business Wheely Tots. 

Brighter Environment
The Trust continued to work with 12 young people, to incubate a new 
business and train them to run it themselves. With £5,000 funding from 
international cleaning company ISS, the new business is flourishing.

‘Get High’ Working at Heights course
12 people received free working at heights training and a raft of 
qualifications, which would otherwise be very expensive. 

The Edible Garden
The Redmond Community Centre had its patio transformed this year, 
with 4 new planters and a composting unit. The garden will provide a 
peaceful space for members of the community to enjoy, access training 
from professional gardeners and have a say in how the garden is run. 



Summary of Accounts:

Manor House Development Trust
Accounts Summary 2013 – 2014

Putting Finances to Good Use
Manor House Development Trust has fully audited accounts which are 
available on our website. We have made progress this year generating 
income of £676,472 up 80% from the previous year. 
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We put this money to good use and spent £637,809 up 67% on the 
previous year. Since the new Youth Club opened at the Edge with 
significant youth service provision, the Trust’s focus has moved away 
from child development. This has allowed us to specialise on training.

Our fully Audited Accounts are available on our website 
www.mhdt.org.uk

Expenditure
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